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Abstract

"Grease'" is defined in the glossary of lu-
brication terms as the following. "Grease is a
general term for semisolid lubricant and in
English it is often called Lubricating Grease to
distinguish it from animal fat that is the origi-
nal meaning of grease."

Its etymology traces back to the Egyptian
era. During the excavation and research of
Pyramids, the axles of tanks used in that era
had been analyzed and calcium had been de-
tected. Lime had been mixed in animal fat in
order to make liquid lubricant thicker and to
prolong its life.

Since then, a use of animal and plant oil
continued until the discovery of petroleum,
which brought about more stable lubricant,
making it the mainstream of grease. There-
fore, it is fairly recent that the petroleum-based
lubricating grease came into use. The develop-
ment and application of grease are explained
with some examples.
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